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www.stfs.wa.edu.au 

From the Principal…. 

Dear Parents & Carers 
  
This year there have been many highlights and achievements for the St Francis’ School community to celebrate. The title 
CARE School stands for Curriculum and Re-engagement in Education School, engagement is key, not only for the stu-
dents at the School but also their parents, families and care givers. At St Francis’ we provide many opportunities for the 
key carers of our young people to positively engage with the School.  
 
The completion of Stages One and Two of the CDP, St Francis’ Creates Exhibition, Service Days and Year Twelve Grad-
uation are four events of significant importance to the School. Each of these four events provided opportunities for St 
Francis’ School to engage with families, care givers and the wider community; to showcase the wonderful facilities we 
have; to celebrate the achievements and talents of the young people entrusted into our care. At each of the events high-
lighted it was wonderful to see so many of our parents, care givers and families in attendance, showing genuine interest 
in their child’s education and the unique educational experiences on offer at St Francis’ School.  
 
The students should be proud of the positive achievements and the steps they have taken to engage in schooling at St 
Francis’, any step forward is a step in the right direction. The majority of our young people have taken up the opportuni-
ties we have afforded them and made enormous steps forward in their engagement and education. To our families and 
care givers, thank-you for the support and encouragement you provide for your children.  
 
Once again, many projects have been completed around the School by the students, with assistance from the staff and 
parents for the School’s “Giving Back” Program. The projects completed in 2018 have included mulching the gardens, 
the Reflection Room, picnic benches for the covered area, the rabbit enclosures, the planter box and volunteering at St 
Vincent de Paul. Each of these projects not only builds community they enhance engagement in education and develop 
in the students a sense of ownership and responsibility for their school.  

 
Staffing  
We have sadly had to say farewell to three of our wonderful staff who are leaving St Francis’ School. Mrs Heather Mead 

who has been with us for the past two years teaching Religious Education & the FSK Certificate Course, we thank 

Heather for her wonderful contributions to our School. Heather has accepted a position as Head of Year at St Mary 

MacKillop Catholic College in Busselton.  

 

Mr Ned Walsh, our grounds person is sadly leaving us at the end of the year. Ned has been with us since the school 

opened. He has seen the school transition from a bomb site to the current beautiful grounds we enjoy everyday. We 

thank Ned for what he has done for the school. 

 

Mrs Una Flynn our School Counsellor is a Foundation staff member and has contributed to St Francis’ School in too 

many ways to name. The School certainly would not be what it is today without Una’s invaluable contributions. I thank 

Una for all that she has done for students and staff of St Francis’. On a personal note, Una has been of wonderful sup-

port and guidance to me, as the Principal of the School. Una has accepted a Counsellor’s position at Chisholm Catholic 

College.  

 

Una, Heather and Ned will be sadly missed by both Staff and Students, we wish them both all the best for the future and 

their new adventures.  

 

Ms Debbie Petterlin will join the St Francis’ School Staff in the new year as the School Counsellor. Debbie is currently the 

Social Worker at Clontarf Aboriginal College, a position she has held for the last five years. Debbie has a wealth of expe-

rience working in a CARE School setting and with young people who experienced significant trauma in their lives.  

 
Thank-you to all of the St Francis’ staff for the hard work, dedication and the passion they demonstrate in working with 
the students of St Francis’ School. Their commitment to the Mission and Vision of the School and working with the stu-
dents is to be admired, they take great pride in seeing our young people flourish. Thank-you also to the School Board 
and St Francis’ school community for their support during 2018. I look forward to continuing to work the Board on the 
growth and development of St Francis’ School.  
 
Finally, I wish all families a blessed Holy Christmas and a happy New Year. I look forward to seeing our continuing stu-
dents and new enrolments at the start of 2019.  
 
God Bless 
Ian Hagen 

Monday 10th December 2018 
Term 4 Week 10 



 

IMPORTANT DATES 

 

 

White Ribbon Day……………Nov 25 

 

 

Last Day for Term 4…….….Dec 6 

Last Day for Staff...………...Dec 14 

 

 

Christmas Day……………….. Dec 25 

Boxing Day……………………. Dec 26 

 

New Years Day………………. Jan 1 

 

 

2019 
First days for Term 1, 2019 

Office re-opens…………….. Jan 21 

Staff……………………………… Jan 31  

New Students………………… Feb 4 

All Students…………………… Feb 5 

 

 

Respect Responsibility Belief Belonging 
- The principles of St Francis’ School - 

From The Art Room  

Mosaic art works produced by the students this semester 
By Mrs Anna Fletcher-Hackett 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

On the 14th of November we recognised White Ribbon Day, to support the creation of positive social 
change that will help stop violence against people and create safety in our community. Our students 
decided to make it a “NO VIOLENCE” Awareness Day. 
We decided to base our morning meeting and break times  around breaking the silence, where violence 
comes from and how we can build healthy relationships with those around us with activities such 
as:White Ribbon Walks,Healthy Relationship workshop with SHQ,Cup Cake Baking ,Mixed gender 
netball ,Decorating a white ribbon wish tree ,drawing the line- chalk walk and much more... 
The day’s events supported our school’s aim of nurturing a culture of respect, equality and, specifically 
raised awareness of the issue of domestic violence. 
Thank you to all our students and teachers for their support today. 
#breakingthesilence #whiteribbon@STFS #healthyrelationships #stoptheviolence #whiteribbonwish  



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

As we come to the end of the first year of Integrated Studies, it has been great to reflect on the achieve-
ments and growth of our Year 10 students. As well as completing Units in work placed Maths and English, 
the students have developed skills in the Business and IT area and gained success in Units such as Use of 
Digital Technology for Workplace Tasks. They have problemed solved, prioritised and set goals with Using 
Routine Strategies for Work Related Learning and Responding to Routine Workplace Problems. They have 
also gained externally recognised certificates in both First Aid and WorkSafe SmartMove. Alongside all of 
this, the students successfully set up and ran a small business operative. As well as making a profit, they 
developed their communication and collegiality skills. The Year 10’s should be very proud of all their 
efforts in this course this year, and as they move into the workforce, either through part time work or 
work placement, they will be able to see the real advantages of this vital and interesting course. 
 
Thank you, St. Francis’ Community. 
I would like to thank all the students 
and the staff of St. Francis’ School for 
everything they have taught me over 
the past two years. 
Thank you for sharing your authentic 
selves with me, and for allowing me to 
become part of your lives.  
I have enjoyed growing within this 
community and I hope that there will 
always be a place for me to Belong in 
this very special place. 
By Heather Mead 



 

Graduation 

 

St Francis’ celebrated the graduation of ten Year 12 students. It was a lovely day celebrated by staff, family 
and friends to see how much each student had achieved as they completed Year 12. 

We acknowledge the wonderful achievements each student has in reaching this goal and are very proud of 
each one of you. 

Congratulations and best wishes to all our graduating students and may your God go with you in the journey 
ahead. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

This terms adventures for Sport and Rec started with the Heart Foundation “My Marathon” promotion. This 
included walking each day at break 1 and walks around the community such as Mills Park, Champions Lake, 
Harmony Fields, and around Optus Stadium. The rest of the term students played basketball, floorball, went 
fishing, cycling, bounce, abseiling  and finally a crowd favourite  Ranger Red visited with a myriad of  
Australian native animals.  



School Fees  

At St Francis’s School, our fees are kept as low as   

possible and include excursions, one STFS polo shirt, 

books and stationery. 

Fees for 2018 are now overdue and must be paid asap 

It is greatly appreciated that parents pay the full 

amount of fees either in one lump sum or in instal-

ments as per the Payment Option Form. Thank you to 

those parents who have already made payments.  

Should you have any difficulty in paying your fees or 

you’d like to set up a weekly/fortnightly/monthly  

payment arrangement, please contact Jodi on 9262 

4421. 

All discussions regarding fees are strictly confidential. 

STFS Administration will be closed from 4pm Thursday 13th 

December 2018, reopening on Monday 21st January 2019.  

Should you have any queries during this time, please call 

9262 4421 and leave a message or alternatively, please 

email admin@stfs.wa.edu.au 

 

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year 

Jodi & Kate 

From the STFS Admin 

Team... 

 

 

Want to pay your fees by Bpay? 
 

Please refer to your Fees Statement for your  

reference number when making your payment. 

Using this code will ensure your fees payment is 

allocated quickly and correctly. 

 

Name:   St Francis’ School 

BPay Biller Code: 280073 

At STFS, we encourage our students to take  

responsibility for themselves and their actions.  

At times, we have students calling or messaging 

parents during classes or break times asking to be 

picked up or to leave the school and go home. 

 

Should students feel the need to go home (for whatever reason), we 

ask that they speak to their staff mentor who will try and provide 

support and encourage them to stay at school. 

 

If a student needs to go home or be picked up, parents will be  

contacted by a member of staff who will advise of the situation and 

seek approval for the student to be dismissed from school. 

 

Please do not hesitate to contact the school when you receive a call 

or message from your son/daughter. We are happy to work with 

them so they can remain at school for as long as possible.  



Networking November 
November has been all about networking for our students… We have seen an increase on our 
students engagement with outside agencies as well as our Your Health Workshops which has 
been about personal wellbeing, Risk taking behaviours, help seeking, interventions and men-
tal health The your health program is a partnership of 6 agencies who are Hepatitis WA, Peer 
Based Harm Reduction WA, WA AIDS Council, SHQ and Headspace. Each week someone 
from one of the organisations run a workshop on a different area of health.  
However our networking has been more than that we have also seen our students being open 
to workplace learning, signing up for tafe courses, connecting with our schools Facebook 
page, meeting local elders, staying connected to past graduates and much more…We are 
really proud of all of our students for being courageous enough to meet new people in there 
local community. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Creating Christmas @ The Chill Out Zone 
At St Francis we understand that Christmas is the time of year to enjoy & share with family & friends. Some people will spend this time alone & isolated too! 
So both our staff and students this year decided to “Create Christmas” and come up with a long list of ideas around everything they would like to see, make 
and experience whilst being at school this term. 
We have done everything from setting up our Christmas tree, ginger bread house making, decoration, gift box and card making, movie marathons, wreath 
and flower crown designs, connecting with native animals (Thanks to Ranger Red) long table lunches, festive breakfast and much more… 
Thank you to all staff and students for making spirits bright this year. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



School holidays are here and there are some great activities around to keep yourselves busy. We are 

having some wonderful weather at the moment, so it’s a great opportunity to get outside and get ac-

tive! Remember Act Belong Commit is the key to well being and selfcare. 
 

And remember that whatever you plan on doing these school holidays.....stay safe. 

 

See our website for lots of things to do during the holidays www.stfs.wa.edu.au/youthworker.html 

 

LOVE LANGUAGES AND CHILDREN 
 
You may have found that some friends or family members do not show as much appreciation for your displays of love as you might have expected. 
It is possible that their primary love language differs from yours. Dr Gary Chapman has written a number of books about ‘The 5 Languages’ and you can 
visit this website for more information (https://apac01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=www.5lovelanguages.com%2F&amp;data=02%7C01%7C%
7C6471200bc382467a6a6e08d658cdb90d%7Cc5852f2336334f29b38651da53e35e23%7C0%7C0%
7C636794037929074668&amp;sdata=l03LtZLSiDmUVbCZoO8nMmS0tP9rLN8wshbgUwuh%2F7k%3D&amp;reserved=0). 
 
I have particularly enjoyed reading the book, ‘The 5 Love Languages of Children’. Children (and adults) with a full emotional love tank feel loved and valued. 
This, in turn, means they do not need to misbehave (at either home or school) to get attention. 
Although we each have a primary love language, it is important that we use all five ways of showing love to our children, and each other. 
So what are the five love languages? 
Words of Affirmation: 

 
Some children particularly value words of affirmation, and comments like ‘I love you’, ‘well done’, ‘I’m proud of you’, and ‘thanks for helping’ will fill their love 
tank. For these children, negative comments and nasty words will be especially hurtful, and stay with them for a long time to come. 
Acts of Service: 
 
As parents we do many things for our children each day. Children whose primary love language is acts of service will enjoy having their favourite meal 
cooked for dinner, an extra story time, their bag packed (as a special surprise), or a surprise lift to the bus stop. 
 
Receiving Gifts: For some children, receiving gifts is an important sign that they are loved. This doesn’t have to be something fancy or expensive. Thought-
fully, carefully chosen, small gifts will show you care. Examples include a note in a lunch box, a flower from the garden, or something that they have become 
interested in collecting. 
 
Quality Time: Other children may especially enjoy having your full, undivided attention (without TV, Facebook or phone). Walking home from school, prepar-
ing dinner, reading a story, gardening, or sitting together before bed time will be most enjoyable for them. These children will be disappointed by any unex-
pected cancellations or broken commitments. 
 
Physical Touch: Children who particularly appreciate physical touch will long for hugs, kisses, hand holding and pats on the back. As they grow older, their 
need for touch will continue, but it may have to come in a more discrete way. 
 
Take a read, buy it for a love one this year or share it online. 

 
Courtney - STFS Youth Worker 

https://apac01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=www.5lovelanguages.com%2F&amp;data=02%7C01%7C%7C6471200bc382467a6a6e08d658cdb90d%7Cc5852f2336334f29b38651da53e35e23%7C0%7C0%7C636794037929074668&amp;sdata=l03LtZLSiDmUVbCZoO8nMmS0tP9rLN8wshbgUwuh%2F7k%3D&am
https://apac01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=www.5lovelanguages.com%2F&amp;data=02%7C01%7C%7C6471200bc382467a6a6e08d658cdb90d%7Cc5852f2336334f29b38651da53e35e23%7C0%7C0%7C636794037929074668&amp;sdata=l03LtZLSiDmUVbCZoO8nMmS0tP9rLN8wshbgUwuh%2F7k%3D&am
https://apac01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=www.5lovelanguages.com%2F&amp;data=02%7C01%7C%7C6471200bc382467a6a6e08d658cdb90d%7Cc5852f2336334f29b38651da53e35e23%7C0%7C0%7C636794037929074668&amp;sdata=l03LtZLSiDmUVbCZoO8nMmS0tP9rLN8wshbgUwuh%2F7k%3D&am


 

TAFE ( Year 12 Students) 

Applications are still open for 2019 Semester 1 full time and part time study. 
Visit their websites now to apply! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
WORKPLACE LEARNING 
Well done to our Students who have successfully completed one or two placements of work place learning in 
2018. Our students experienced a wide range of different industries including child care, metal fabrication, 
primary education and plumbing. 
 

Why do Work Experience? 
Provide students with an opportunity to relate school studies with a workplace 
Can contribute units towards their WACE Certificate (55 hours = 1 unit equivalence) 
Prepare students for the demands and expectations of the working world  
Help students make informed career decisions by assessing their aptitudes and interests, and exploring 
potential careers 
Improve students’ maturity, confidence and independence and provide students with appropriate 
knowledge, skills and attitudes. 
 

If you could like the opportunity to complete work  
experience in 2019 please see Sarah or Courtney! 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Need part time work during the 

Christmas holidays? 

www.seek.com  

www.careerone.com.au/ 

https://au.indeed.com/   

https://au.jora.com/  

http://www.seek.com
https://www.careerone.com.au/
http://www.au.indeed.com/
https://au.jora.com/


Community Notices 

St Francis’ School is  
participating in the  
Bakers Delight Dough 
Raiser Program this 
year. 
 
Bakers Delight Maddington will donate back 
to the school 10% of total purchases made by 
STFS families and friends. 
 

Please mention the school and the Dough 
Raiser Program when you purchase your 

bread and bakery products from  
Bakers Delight Maddington. 

St Francis’ School is a proud participant of  

Planet Ark’s recycling program:  

’Cartridges 4 Planet Ark’. 

 

If you have any old printer cartridges at home that you’d like 

to recycle, please bring them in and we will include them in 

our collection box. 

The Hive is an initiative from the City 
of Gosnells that helps young people to 
connect. 
 
Go to their website to check out some 
fantastic ideas and awesome programs 
on offer: 
http://www.thehive.net.au/Home 

WHERE ARE THE BEST 

STREETS TO SEE  

CHRISTMAS LIGHTS 

IN PERTH? 

  Young Street Melville 

Sandpiper Loop And Mudlark Way Yangebup 

Marmion Street Cottesloe 

Baumea Turn Hammond Park 

Millhouse Road Aveley 

Yorn Circuit Beeliar 

Marriot Way Morley 

Pirret Court Leeming 

Consulate Court Thornlie 

Old Brickworks Road Byford  

Have you seen the 

2018 Summer School Holiday  

Activities Booklet? 
 

It is packed full with loads of 

things to do over the holidays.   
 

Check it out here: 
https://www.stfs.wa.edu.au/

youthworker.html 

 

 


